
  
 

 

Scientific curriculum  

Last name and name: Calabrese Massimiliano       

E.mail : massimiliano.calabrese@univr.it 
 
Date of Birth: 1975 
Citizenship: italian 
Languages: Italian, English 
Address: Neurologia B, Policlinico GB Rossi, Piazzale LA Scuro 10, 37134 Verona 
Medical doctors license n° 8928, Ordine dei Medici di Padova 
 
Current Position 

• Professor of Neurology and Head of the International Centre for Advanced Research in MS at Dept. 
of Neurological and Biomedical and Movement Sciences, University Hospital Verona 

• Member of the Teaching staff council for the PhD in Neuroscience, Psychological and Psychiatric 
Sciences, University of Verona 

• Member of the Teaching staff council for the Resident school in Neurology, University of Verona 
• Member of the Teaching staff council for the Resident school in Pediatrics, University of Verona 

 
Highlights 
Ø 170 papers on international peer reviewed journals from 2005 up to now 

Ø 114 as first or last author or corresponding author 

Ø H Index = 51 (ISIWEB) 

 
Education and Professional Experience: 
 
Dicember 1st 2015 to present:  

• Associate Professor of Neurology and head of the International Centre for Advanced Research in MS 
at Dept. of Neuroscience, Biomedicine and Movement, University Hospital of Verona 

January 2013 to present: 
• Head of the Advanced Neuroimaging Lab at the Neurology B 

Dept. of Neuroscience, Biomedicine and Movement, University Hospital of Verona  
January 2008 to december 2012: 

• Head of the Advanced Neuroimaging Lab, at the Multiple Sclerosis Center,  
Dept. of Neurosciences, University Hospital of Padova 

January 2006 to present: 
• Outpatient clinic of general neurology  
• Outpatient clinic of Multiple Sclerosis and other inflammatory disease of CNS 
• Consultant Neurologist at Euganea Medica 

July 2004 to July 2005 
§ Research Fellow at the  Neuroimmunology Branch of National Institute of Health in Bethesda, MD, 

(Chairman Henry McFarland and Roland Martin) 
December 2000 to December 2005: 

• Residency in Neurology with honours at Neurology Clinic, Dept. of Neurosciences, University of Padova 
• Specialization thesis: “Regional cortical atrophy in Multiple Sclerosis: an MRI study” 

July 2000 
• Graduated in Medicine with honours at University of Padova 

mailto:calabresem@hotmail.it


  
 

 

 
Clinical activity, didactic and research 

Research activity: 
 
Evaluation of Grey Matter Pathology in Multiple Sclerosis by a combination of neuropathological 

(post-mortem), immunological and MRI approach, with especial interest in: 

1. Clinical, radiological and immunological (CSF and serum) biomarkers associated to development of 

GREY MATTER pathology  

2. Biomarkers of DISEASE PROGRESSION 

3. Predicting of efficacy of disease modifying drugs based on the clinical, immunological and MRI 

profile in order to develop e PERSONALIZED THERAPY 

4. Study of GENES AND RNA EXPRESSION by microarrays in patients with high inflammatory 

cortical burden with the purpose to identify genetic markers of cortical pathology.  

5. Developing of new MRI sequences to better visualize the SUBPIAL DEMYELINATION AND THE 

CHRONIC ACTIVE LESIONS   

 
International Clinical Trials based on GCP:  
Over the last 15 years, Prof. Calabrese conducted more than 30 international Phase 2 and Phase 3 clinical 
trials in 12 of which he was the Principal Investigator. There are currently 6 international trials ongoing at the 
MS center of Verona and Prof Calabrese is the Italian coordinator of the COMB157G23101 
 
External Funding 
 

• PRIN 2023 (Italian Minister of research and university): Euro 250.000 

• Italian Health Minister, 2022, Ricerca Finalizzata, Euro 450.000. 

• Third call of International Progressive MS Alliance- July 2021. Euro 75.000 

• International Merck Grant for the project: Exploring the intrathecal anti-inflammatory effect of 
cladribine and its relationship with clinical efficacy (2019). PROTOCOL CODE: CLAD19; TRIAL 
PHASE: IV. EudraCT: 2018-004947-21. Euro 237.000. 

• Young investigator grant from Italian Minister of Health. 2017, Euro 383.000 
Source and code: Italian Ministry of Health, Young Investigator Award n. GR-2013-02355322 
Title of project: Longitudinal multi-parametric clinical, CSF and MRI study aimed at predicting disability 
progression in Multiple Sclerosis 

• First call of International Progressive MS Alliance- July 2014. Euro 75.000 

• Italian Health Minister, 2014. Progetto 17 – Multiple Sclerosis: Biomarkers and Diagnosis – Unità 
Operativa 15.  Mar 2014,   Euro 250.000 

Prizes 
Ø First prize for best oral presentation at the ECTRIMS 2022 in Amsterdam 
Ø First prize for best 2020 Research Project at 51° congress of SIN (Neurological Italian Society), 28-

30 november 2020 



  
 

 

Ø First prize for best Poster Presentation at 31nd Congress of the European Committee for Treatment 
and Research in Multiple Sclerosis, Barcellona , 2015 

Ø First prize for best Poster presentation at 20° congress of SIN (Neurological Italian Society) in 
Padova, 16-21 november 2009. 

Ø First prize for best Poster presentation at 18° congress of SIN (Neurological Italian Society) in 
Florence, 13-17 October 2007. 

Ø First prize for best oral comunication in the young session at 22nd Congress of the European 
Committee for Treatment and Research in Multiple Sclerosis September 27–30, 2006. 
 

Editorial Boards: 
Ø Associate Editor of Diagnostics 
Ø Associate Editor of BMC Neurology journal 
Ø Associate Editor of Neuroimmunology and Neuroinflammation journal 
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Guandalini M, Bonomi S, Rossi S, Mazziotti V, Castellaro M, Montemezzi S, Rasia S, Capra R, 
Pitteri M, Romualdi C, Reynolds R, Calabrese M. The CSF Profile Linked to Cortical Damage 
Predicts Multiple Sclerosis Activity. Ann Neurol. 2020 May 17. IF. 9.49 
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Monaco S, Reynolds R, Calabrese M. Inflammatory intrathecal profiles and cortical damage in 
multiple sclerosis. Ann Neurol. 2018  Mar IF. 9.89 

3. Calabrese M, Magliozzi R, Ciccarelli O, Geurts JJ, Reynolds R, Martin R. Exploring the origins of 
grey matter damage in multiple sclerosis. Nat Rev Neurosci. 2015 Mar;16(3):147-58. IF. 31.427 

4. Calabrese M, Romualdi C, Poretto V, et al. The changing clinical course of multiple sclerosis: a 
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Last Publications in International Peer-Reviewed Journals 
 
 

1. Marastoni D, Foschi M, Eccher C, Crescenzo F, Mazziotti V, Tamanti A, Bajrami A, Camera V, Ziccardi S, Guandalini M, 
Bosello F, Anni D, Virla F, Turano E, Romoli M, Mariotti R, Pizzini FB, Bonetti B, Calabrese M. CSF levels of 
Chitinase3like1 correlate with early response to cladribine in multiple sclerosis. Front Immunol. 2024 Feb 9;15:1343892. 
doi: 10.3389/fimmu.2024.1343892. PMID: 38404586; PMCID: PMC10885800. 

 
2. Bajrami A, Tamanti A, Peloso A, Ziccardi S, Guandalini M, Calderone M, Castellaro M, Pizzini FB, Montemezzi S, 

Marastoni D, Calabrese M. Ocrelizumab reduces cortical and deep grey matter loss compared to the S1P-receptor 
modulator in multiple sclerosis. J Neurol. 2024 Jan 30. doi: 10.1007/s00415-023-12179-y. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
38289534. 

 
3. Cagol A, Cortese R, Barakovic M, Schaedelin S, Ruberte E, Absinta M, Barkhof F, Calabrese M, Castellaro M, Ciccarelli 

O, Cocozza S, De Stefano N, Enzinger C, Filippi M, Jurynczyk M, Maggi P, Mahmoudi N, Messina S, Montalban X, 
Palace J, Pontillo G, Pr√∂bstel AK, Rocca MA, Ropele S, Rovira √Ä, Schoonheim MM, Sowa P, Strijbis E, Wattjes MP, 
Sormani MP, Kappos L, Granziera C; MAGNIMS Study Group. Diagnostic Performance of Cortical Lesions and the 
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4. Ziccardi S, Fuchs T, Dwyer MG, Zivadinov R, Hulst HE, Calabrese M, Benedict RH. Cognitive phenotypes predict 
response to restorative cognitive rehabilitation in multiple sclerosis. Mult Scler. 2023 Nov 9:13524585231208331. doi: 
10.1177/13524585231208331. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 37942544. 

 
5. Di Filippo M, Ferraro D, Ragonese P, Prosperini L, Maniscalco GT, Gallo A, Cavalla P, Lorefice L, Nociti V, Di Sabatino 

E, Clerico M, Guaschino C, Radaelli M, Fantozzi R, Buttari F, Laroni A, Gajofatto A, Calabrese M, Malucchi S, Paolicelli 
D, De Luca G, Tomassini V, Lanzillo R, Moccia M, Solaro C, Cocco E, Gasperini C, Tortorella C; RIREMS (Rising 
Researchers in MS) group. SARS-CoV-2 vaccination and multiple sclerosis: a large multicentric study on relapse risk 
after the third booster dose. J Neurol. 2024 Jan;271(1):24-31. doi: 10.1007/s00415-023-12034-0. Epub 2023 Nov 3. 
PMID: 37922069; PMCID: PMC10769943. 
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Iaffaldano P, Lanzillo R, Lo Fermo S, Lucisano A, Lugaresi A, Lus G, Marfia GA, Marinelli F, Mirabella M, Moiola L, 
Perin C, Realmuto S, Toscano S, Trojano M, Vecchio D, Patti F; Italian MS Registry. Effectiveness of Ocrelizumab in 
Primary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis: a Multicenter, Retrospective, Real-world Study (OPPORTUNITY). 
Neurotherapeutics. 2023 Oct;20(6):1696-1706. doi: 10.1007/s13311-023-01415-y.  

 
7. Noteboom S, van Nederpelt DR, Bajrami A, Moraal B, Caan MWA, Barkhof F, Calabrese M, Vrenken H, Strijbis EMM, 

Steenwijk MD, Schoonheim MM. Feasibility of detecting atrophy relevant for disability and cognition in multiple 
sclerosis using 3D-FLAIR. J Neurol. 2023 Nov;270(11):5201-5210. doi: 10.1007/s00415-023-11870-4. Epub 2023 Jul 19. 
PMID: 37466663; PMCID: PMC10576669. 
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Valentino P, Gajofatto A, Marfia GA, Fuiani A, Nociti V, Tedeschi G, Gallo A. Quality of care provided by Multiple 
Sclerosis Centers during Covid-19 pandemic: Results of an Italian multicenter patient-centered survey. Mult Scler Relat 
Disord. 2023 Sep;77:104870. doi: 10.1016/j.msard.2023.104870.  

 
9. Magliozzi R, Howell OW, Calabrese M, Reynolds R. Meningeal inflammation as a driver of cortical grey matter 

pathology and clinical progression in multiple sclerosis. Nat Rev Neurol. 2023 Aug;19(8):461-476. doi: 10.1038/s41582-
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Capobianco M, Cavalla P, Celani MG, Clerico M, Cocco E, Comi G, Confalonieri P, Conte A, Cordioli C, De Luca G, De 
Rossi N, Filippi M, Gumes H, Immovilli P, Inglese M, Karabudak R, Landi D, Lanzillo R, L'Episcopo MR, Lorefice L, 
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